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Grade 


Information  About  the 
Provincial  Achievement 
Testing  Program 

In  May  and  June,  your  son  or  daughter  in  Grade  3 will  write 
provincial  achievement  tests  in  math  and  language  arts. 
Students  in  grades  6 and  9 will  also  write  achievement  tests. 

Answers  to  questions  that  parents  often  ask  about 
achievement  tests  are  given  below. 


The  achievement  tests  are  based  on  what  students 
are  expected  to  know  and  be  able  to  do,  and  how 
well  they  are  expected  to  perform.  These 
expectations  are  the  provincial  standards. 

The  achievement  tests  are  developed  to  determine 
whether  students  are  learning  what  they  are 
expected  to  learn,  to  inform  Albertans  about  how 
well  students  are  achieving  provincial  standards, 
and  to  support  teachers  in  planning  instruction 
for  improved  student  learning. 


All  Alberta  students  in  grades  3,  6,  and  9 are 
expected  to  write  the  provincial  tests  for  their 
grade  levels.  Grade  3 students  write  tests  in 
mathematics  and  language  arts.  Grades  6 and  9 
students  write  tests  in  language  arts,  mathematics, 
science,  and  social  studies. 

Students  in  French  Programs  write  English  and 
French  Language  Arts  tests  and  the  French  forms 
of  the  other  tests.  A small  number  of  students  in 
special  circumstances,  who  would  be  unable  to 
respond  to  the  tests  or  who  would  be  harmed  by 
the  testing,  may  be  excused  by  a superintendent. 
Test  provisions,  that  are  consistent  with  the 
student’s  IPP  (Individual  Program  Plan),  are  made 
for  students  with  physical  disabilities  and  learning 
disabilities  who  need  assistance  to  write  the  tests. 


Each  school  and  jurisdiction  receives  a detailed 
report  on  its  students’  results.  School  staff,  in 
consultation  with  their  school  council,  look  at  the 
school  report  to  see  where  their  students  did  well 
and  where  learning  could  be  improved.  The 
principal,  teachers,  parents,  and  the  community 
look  at  these  results  in  relation  to  past  results, 
along  with  school  and  district  assessments  and 
other  information  about  students  and  programs. 
They  use  this  information  to  improve  learning 
opportunities  for  their  students. 

Similarly,  the  school  board  and  the  superintendent 
look  at  the  district  report  to  see  how  district-wide 
programs  can  be  improved  for  students.  Alberta 
Learning  looks  at  the  provincial  results  to  see  if 
changes  are  needed  in  provincial  programs  or 
policies. 

In  this  way,  everyone  works  together  to  help  all 
students  maximize  learning  opportunities. 


No  single  test  can  assess  everything.  Laboratory 
skills,  creative  thinking,  oral  language  expression, 
and  many  other  learnings  are  best  evaluated  by 
the  classroom  teacher.  The  clearest  picture  of 
students’  growth  and  development  is  gained 
when  a wide  variety  of  assessment  information  is 
considered. 
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Alberta  Learning  and  classroom  teachers,  in  cooperation 
with  school  districts,  work  together  to  develop  the 
provincial  achievement  tests.  All  questions  are  field 
tested  with  grade  3,  6,  or  9 students  before  being  used  on 
provincial  tests.  Questions  that  appear  on  achievement 
tests  must  be  clear  to  students. 


The  written  part  of  the  language  arts  test  and  Part  A of  the 
grades  3 and  6 mathematics  tests  are  scheduled  in  late  May. 
The  rest  of  the  tests  are  written  in  the  last  half  of  June. 


The  Grade  3 language  arts  test  has  two  parts:  Part  A: 
Writing  takes  one  hour  and  Part  B:  Reading  takes  70 
minutes.  The  mathematics  test  is  made  up  of  two  parts, 
Part  A:  Timed  Number  Facts,  which  takes  six  minutes  and 
Part  B:  Multiple  Choice,  which  takes  60  minutes. 

In  grades  6 and  9,  the  written  section  of  the  language  arts 
test  takes  two  hours  and  the  reading  section  takes  one  and 
one-half  hours.  The  Grade  6 Mathematics  Test  has  two 
parts:  Part  A:  Operations  and  Number  Sense  takes  30 
minutes,  and  Part  B:  Multiple  Choice  takes  60  minutes. 
Multiple-choice  tests  in  social  studies  and  science  take 
about  one  and  one-half  hours  each. 

Suitable  breaks  are  provided  for  students.  Also,  tests  are 
scheduled  over  several  days  so  that  only  one  test  is  written 
in  a day. 


Teachers  are  provided  with  scoring  guides  and  examples  of 
student  work  that  illustrate  the  standards.  This  enables 
teachers  to  mark  their  students’  tests  and  use  the  results  as 
part  of  students’  final  grades. 

Provincial  marking  is  done  centrally.  Multiple-choice 
questions  are  machine-scored.  Selected  teachers  meet  in 
July  to  mark  the  written  part  of  the  language  arts  tests. 
Alberta  Learning  staff  provide  training  to  these  teachers  and 
carry  out  regular  reliability  checks  during  central  marking. 


The  teacher  is  in  charge  of  classroom  assessment.  Each 
teacher  decides  whether  to  mark  the  tests  and  use  the 
results  in  arriving  at  final  grades  for  the  students. 


The  teacher  may  use  a student’s  mark  from  a whole  test  or 
part  of  the  test  along  with  other  assessment  information.  If 
the  teacher  uses  the  mark  from  an  entire  test,  the  results  will 
reflect  the  provincial  standard  best. 


Alberta  Learning  prepares  a chart,  or  profile,  showing  each 
student’s  performance  in  relation  to  provincial  standards  on 
each  test.  Two  copies  of  the  profile  are  sent  to  the  school 
where  the  student  wrote  the  achievement  test.  One  copy  is 
for  the  student’s  record,  and  the  other  is  for  sharing  with 
parents. 

Each  school  and  jurisdiction  receives  detailed  reports  on  its 
students’  results  for  all  subjects  tested.  These  reports  also 
include  the  provincial  results. 


Frequent  reading,  both  in  and  out  of  school,  is  critical  to 
children’s  success  in  all  subject  areas.  When  children  read 
broadly  and  often,  they  develop  a foundation  that  is 
necessary  for  future  learning.  This  occurs  because  they 
experience  new  vocabulary  and  sentence  structures,  search 
out  answers  to  questions,  solve  problems,  and  gain 
information;  and  they  develop  valuable  thinking  skills  as 
they  work  to  get  meaning  from  their  reading.  All  of  these 
factors  are  essential  for  success  in  school. 


It  is  important  to  remember  that  much  learning  happens 
quite  naturally  within  the  home  environment.  In  addition  to 
reading,  many  activities  help  children  develop  knowledge 
and  skills.  Families  talk  about  things,  go  places  and  do 
things  together,  play  games,  make  plans,  and  deal  with  home 
situations.  Listening  to  your  child,  showing  enthusiasm 
about  your  child’s  learning,  and  providing  encouragement 
go  a long  way  to  building  self-confidence. 


It  is  most  important  to  be  in  touch  with  your  child’s  teacher. 
By  talking  with  the  teacher,  you  can  gain  an  understanding 
of  what  is  expected  of  your  child.  You  can  also  get  more 
specific  tips  about  ways  to  support  your  child’s  learning. 
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If  you  have  additional  questions  or  comments  about 
achievement  testing,  please  speak  with  your  child’s  teacher 


or  school  principal,  or  contact: 

Achievement  Testing  Team 
Student  Evaluation  Branch 
Alberta  Learning 
(780)427-0010 

To  be  connected  toll-free  in  Alberta,  dial  310-0000. 
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In  this  section,  a short  list  of  what  students  should  know  and  be  able  to  do  by  the  end  of  Grade  3 in  math 
and  language  arts  is  given.  You  can  get  a more  complete  description  through  discussion  of  your  child’s 
educational  program  with  his/her  teacher.  More  detail  is  also  provided  in  the  Curriculum  Handbook  for 
Parents.  A handbook  is  available  for  each  grade  at  your  school. 

Sample  questions  are  also  provided.  The  questions  give  you  a first-hand  look  at  what  provincial 
achievement  tests  are  all  about.  We  have  reduced  the  actual  print  size  and  changed  the  format  to  fit  the 
limited  space  available  in  the  Parent  Guide.  The  answers  to  the  questions  are  on  page  8. 


Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• use  numbers  up  to  1000 

• use  fractions  (fifths,  tenths) 

• represent  numbers  using  objects,  pictures,  and  symbols 

• recall  addition  and  subtraction  facts  (to  18)  and 
multiplication  facts  (to  49) 

• estimate,  measure,  and  compare  quantities  of  time, 
length,  capacity,  mass,  and  money 

• classify,  name,  and  construct  three-dimensional  objects 
and  two-dimensional  shapes 

• interpret  data  using  charts  and  graphs  and  be  familiar 
with  hand  calculators  and  computers  as  appropriate 


The  Timed  Number  Facts  part  of  the  Grade  3 Mathematics 
Achievement  Test  consists  of  three  sub-tests — 35  addition 
facts  (to  18),  35  subtraction  facts  (to  18),  and  25 
multiplication  facts  (to  49).  Students  are  given  two  minutes 
to  complete  each  sub-test.  A short  break  is  provided 
between  sub-tests.  Students  are  not  allowed  to  use 
manipulatives  or  calculators  for  answering  timed  number 
facts  questions.  The  following  samples  illustrate  the  type 
and  layout  of  the  timed  number  facts  questions. 
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Read  this  and  then  answer  the  multiple-choice 
questions  below. 

A TRIP  TO  PIONEER  VILLAGE 

Hi.  My  name  is  Sarah.  One  Saturday 
morning,  my  parents  told  me  that  they  had  a 
day  of  fun  planned  for  the  whole  family.  We 
were  going  to  Pioneer  Village.  I remembered 
hearing  my  teacher  talk  about  Pioneer  Village. 
It  sounded  exciting.  She  said  it  was  a place 
where  pioneers  used  to  live.  People  could 
visit  the  village  to  see  what  life  was  like  in  the 
past. 

Pioneer  Village  was  a long  way  out  of  town,  so 
we  needed  to  get  started  right  away.  We  got 
ready  and  all  climbed  into  the  van. 

“Fasten  your  seatbelts,”  said  my  father.  “Away 
we  go!” 

We  all  laughed  and  shouted,  “YES!” 

1 . On  the  way  to  Pioneer  Village,  we  saw 
trucks  carrying  dirt. 


One  truck  has  a mass  of  220  tonnes.  It 
is  carrying  1 87  tonnes  of  dirt. 

What  is  the  mass  of  the  truck  and  dirt 
together? 

O 417 1 
O 407 1 
O 307 1 
O 287 1 


Use  this  information  to  answer  question  2. 


2.  My  family  has  two  adults  and  three 
children.  The  children’s  ages  are  12,  9, 
and  6 years. 

How  much  does  my  family  have  to 
pay? 

O $7.00 
O $12.00 
O $14.00 
O $16.00 
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Use  this  information  to  answer  question  3. 


Use  this  information  to  answer  question  5. 


The  logs  are  shaped  like 

O cylinders 
O spheres 
O cones 
O cubes 


On  the  way  home,  we  counted  the  number 
of  animals  we  saw  from  the  car.  We  made 
this  tally  sheet. 


Mom 

Ryan 

Sarah 

Cathy 

Will 

mi  i 

tl 

m 

5.  What  is  the  total  number  of  tallies  on 
the  chart? 

O 23 
O 25 
O 27 
O 29 


Use  this  information  to  answer  question  4. 

At  one  o’clock,  the  temperature  in  the  cabin 
was12°C.  A fire  was  burning  in  the 
fireplace.  One  hour  later,  the  temperature 
was  7°  higher. 


4.  What  time  was  it  when  it  reached  this 
new  temperature? 


Students  are  expected  to  be  able  to: 

• read  and  understand  Grade  3 level  reading  material 

• describe  and  respond  to  the  events  and  characters  in 
literature 

• look  for  information  and  answer  questions  using  different 
sources 

• communicate  information,  ideas,  and  opinions  to  familiar 
audiences  for  a specific  purpose 

• use  complete  sentences  and  correct  spelling  for  commonly 
used  words 


Students  are  provided  with  a picture  and  a brief  explanation 
as  a prompt  for  their  writing.  Students  have  10  minutes  to 
discuss  their  writing,  10  minutes  to  plan  their  writing  and  50 
minutes  to  write  their  story.  Students’  writing  is  evaluated 
on  what  they  say  and  how  well  they  say  it.  The  scoring 
categories  are  content,  organization,  sentence  structure, 
vocabulary,  and  conventions  (spelling,  grammar,  and 
puntuation).  Content  and  organization  are  weighted  to  be 
worth  twice  as  much  as  each  of  the  other  categories  in 
arriving  at  an  overall  score  for  a student’s  writing. 
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Sample  Questions  for  Part  B:  Reading 


I.  Read  the  following  story  and  answer 
questions  1 and  2. 


THE  BALLOON  TREE 


Long,  long  ago  and  far  away  across  a 
wide  ocean  there  was  a small,  happy 
kingdom.  In  a big  castle  at  the  top  of  its 
highest  hill  lived  the  King  and  his  daughter, 
Princess  Leora. 

Princess  Leora  loved  playing  and 
singing  and  dancing,  but  most  of  all  she  loved 
balloons.  The  castle  was  always  full  of  them. 

Then  one  day  messengers  came  with 
an  invitation  for  the  King: 


* His  Majesty,  the 

* great  King  of  Calloona, 

* invites  your  Majesty  to  a 
* royal  tournament. 

* Please  bring  your  bravest  * 
knights. 
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“Can  I come  too?”  Princess  Leora  asked. 

“I’m  sorry,”  said  her  father.  “Not  this 
time.  But  I won’t  be  gone  long,  and  your  uncle 
will  look  after  things  here.  I want  you  to  help 
him.” 


“Not  the  Archduke!”  Princess  Leora 
said.  “I  don’t  like  him.  He’s  grumpy  and  he 
never  plays  games.  And  what  will  I do  if 
something  goes  wrong?” 

“Don’t  worry,”  said  the  King.  “You  can 
always  signal  me.  Just  gather  a bunch  of  your 
balloons  and  release  them  from  the  tower. 
Wherever  I am  I will  see  them  and  come  home 
right  away.”  He  kissed  his  daughter  goodbye 
and  rode  off. 


Phoebe  Gilman 


1.  While  the  King  is  gone,  he  wants 
Leora  to 

O help  her  uncle 
O clean  the  castle 
O blow  up  balloons 
O play  some  games 

2.  The  King  PROBABLY  will 

O wait  for  the  Archduke  to  call  him 
O come  back  if  he  sees  balloons 
O move  to  another  kingdom 
O stay  away  for  a long  time 


II.  Read  these  two  articles  and 
answer  questions  3 to  5. 

FLUFFY  FEATHERS 

From  the  top  of  their  legs  to  the  edge  of 
their  beaks,  owls  are  covered  in  fluffy  feathers. 
Some  owls  even  have  a thick  layer  of  feathers 
all  the  way  down  to  the  tips  of  their  toes.  Owl 
feathers  can  be  so  soft  that  if  you  were  to 
close  your  eyes  and  feel  them,  you  could  easily 
mistake  them  for  fur. 

Most  owls  have  dark  gray  and  brown 
markings  on  their  feathers.  These  colors 
blend  in  well  with  their  surroundings,  and  an 
owl  that  is  sitting  still  is  very  hard  to  spot.  So 
owls  that  hunt  at  night— as  most  do— can  rest, 
well  hidden  and  undisturbed,  all  day  long. 

— Nature’s  Children:  Owls 
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A bird’s  covering  of  feathers  is  called 
plumage.  If  a feather  falls  out  of  a bird,  it  will 
start  growing  a new  one.  Birds  will  replace 
their  feathers,  or  moult,  several  times  a year. 
Feathers  that  get  old  or  worn  will  fall  out  and 
new  ones  will  grow  in.  Something  that  is  very 
interesting  is  that  a bird’s  body  is  so  finely 
tuned  for  flying  that  if  it  loses  a feather  on  one 
side  of  its  body,  it  will  also  lose  one  in  the 
exact  spot  on  the  other  side  to  keep  balanced. 

—Corinne  Barton-Borys 

3.  Birds  moult  because 

O they  need  old  feathers  for  their 
nests 

O their  feathers  become  old  or  worn 
O they  are  finely  tuned  for  flying 
O their  plumage  is  dirty 

4.  Both  articles  talk  about  a bird’s 

O covering 
O colour 
O eating  habits 
O sleeping  habits 
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5.  The  BEST  information  about  feathers 
would  MOST  LIKELY  be  found  in 

O a dictionary 
O a thesaurus 
O an  atlas 
O an  encyclopedia 


Mathematics 

Part  A:  Timed  Number  Facts 
ADDITION 


6 

1 

+ 2 

9 + 8=  17 

+ 3 

~8 

4 

SUBTRACTION 


14 

9 

-8 

7-2=5 

-0 

6 

9 

MULTIPLICATION 


7 

4 

x 7 

5x2  = 10 

x 3 

49 

12 

29 


Part  B:  Multiple  Choice 

1.  407 1 4. 

2.  $14.00  5. 

3.  cylinders 

Language  Arts 

1.  help  her  uncle 

2.  come  back  if  he  sees  balloons 

3.  their  feathers  become  old  or  worn 

4.  covering 

5.  an  encyclopedia 
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